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 Ute Water Conservancy District 
  Board Meeting 

September 9, 2020 
 
Meeting No. 951 of the Ute Water Conservancy District’s Board of Directors and the Ute Water 
Activity Enterprise was called to order by the President, Tammy Eret, at 5:30 p.m. at the District 
office.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Board Members: Pat Brennan, Newt Burkhalter, Carl Conner, Tammy Eret, Greg Green, Ken Henry, 
Neil Jaquet, Rod Johnson, Ben Miller, Mel Rettig, Bob Saunders, Troy Waters, and Bob Wilson were 
present. Mistalynn Meyeraan was absent. 
 
Ute Water employees at the meeting included: Justin Bates, Nick Bierman, Kelsi Breidel, Larry 
Clever, Gary Coup, Jamie George, Mark Hermundstad, Ben Hoffman, Andrea Lopez, Jeremy Lyon, 
Tim Moore, Tony Napoleon, Scott Olsen, Dave Payne, Gabe Perez, Dave Priske, Steve Ryken, Rick 
Stengel, and Greg Williams. Ute Water employees, Tony Ibarra and Brett Murphy, attended the 
meeting remotely. Ute Water’s outside counsel, Kirsten Kurath with Williams, Turner, and Holmes, 
P.C., was also in attendance. 
 
Guests in attendance included Corey Bendetti and Kim Kerk.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
No public comments were made.  
 
MINUTES 
A motion was made by Bob Saunders to approve the August board meeting minutes, No. 950. The 
motion to approve the minutes was seconded by Greg Green. The board voted unanimously in favor of 
approving the August board meeting minutes.  
 
BILLS   
A motion to pay the bills was made by Neil Jaquet. The motion was seconded by Ben Miller. The 
board voted unanimously in favor of approving the August bills.  
 
REQUEST FOR 1-INCH IRRIGATION TAP 
The Water and Construction Committee made a motion to deny the request for a 1-inch irrigation tap 
that was requested by Kim Kerk on behalf of Corey Bendetti with Grand Falls Townhomes, LLC, for 
the common areas at 588 North Grand Falls Court. This requirement to irrigate the common area is 
mandated by the City of Grand Junction landscaping and development codes, and a 100 percent 
xeriscape is not an option for this 10-unit development.  Additionally, this area has been classified as a 
“Dry Zone” within the Grand Valley Water Users Association irrigation service area.  As a result, the 
GVWUA cannot provide irrigation water to this development. The board voted unanimously in favor 
of the motion to deny the request for a 1-inch irrigation tap.  
 
The committee recommended a denial because of the District’s commitment to water conservation 
which is an important principle to the District’s strategic plan. 
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Kim Kerk asked the board to consider a compromise that would allow the tap to be used with water 
restrictions to abide by the District’s water conservation efforts. Rod Johnson explained that the 
District was designed to provide drinking water, not for irrigation purposes. Director Johnson also 
stated that the committee recommended that Ute Water would help the developer meet with the City of 
Grand Junction. Newt Burkhalter added that many other requests for irrigation taps have been denied 
previously and have found alternatives to continue with their projects.   
 
General Manager, Larry Clever, asked Kim Kerk and Corey Bendetti to meet with District 
management to discuss the options for the project.  
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Newt Burkhalter made a motion to approve the Finance Committee meeting minutes. Bob Saunders 
seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
WATER & CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Greg Green made a motion to approve the Water and Construction Committee minutes. Pat Brennan 
seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT  
District Engineer, Dave Priske, provided the board with an update on the pre-sedimentation ponds. 
The geotechnical investigation resumed, and the drilling began for the third pond hole. The hole was at 
100 feet, which was the same elevation that Snowcap Coal mapped the coal air. Mr. Priske stated that 
there was no indication of mining activity at the time. The tools utilized in this project will determine 
if there is mining activity while boring. Mr. Priske stated that it was the District’s opinion that mining 
activity only encompassed the northeast quadrant of the third pre-sedimentation pond, a future pond. 
 
DISTRIBUTION DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Distribution Superintendent, Tim Moore, informed the board that over the District’s summer, Jeremiah 
Hinrich, Jesse Klinger, Nate Lyon, and Clay Payne, led by District employee, Dusty Kriegshauser, 
successfully painted 1,237 of the District’s 4,521 hydrants.  
 
TREATMENT & SOURCE REPORT 
Assistant Manager, Dave Payne, informed the board that 415 million gallons were produced at the 
plant in August, the biggest reading since 2007. The Jerry Creek Reservoirs only dropped 1.2% in 
August.  
 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Finance Director, Greg Williams, informed the board the Finance Committee will meet on September 
15th, and will discuss project revenues for tap and water sales.  
 
HUMAN RESOURCES/RISK MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Human Resources/Risk Manager, Jamie George, updated the board on 2021 insurance renewal 
information. Dental renewal rates came in at 3% increase, which is a locked rate for two years. 
MetLife life insurance did not increase. Cigna’s medical insurance came in with a 13.44% increase, 
which Mrs. George did not feel was justified. In collaboration with Tabcum Benefits, Mrs. George 
drafted plan design changes to propose to Cigna, discussed shopping other carries, and Mrs. George 
shopped pool options since Tabcum Benefits cannot.  
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When presenting Cigna with plan design changes, Cigna countered and offered a firm 7.44% rate 
increase for medical. However, the District must make a decision regarding Cigna’s counteroffer by 
September 11th. Mrs. George informed the board that she had meetings scheduled with a pool the 
following week and wanted to explore that option. 
 
Rod Johnson asked if the pool rates were dependent on the participant’s performance. Mrs. George 
stated that a pool looks at the entire pool’s overall performance and adjusts accordingly to each 
organization’s performance.  
 
Bob Wilson asked if administration expenses would be compared between the pool and Cigna. Mrs. 
George stated that she expected savings, specifically 6-8 percent lower than 2020 rates. Mrs. George 
invited board members to attend the meeting with the pool on September 15th.  
 
Greg Green made a motion to authorize staff to make a decision regarding Cigna’s counteroffer and 
pursing the option of a pool; and involve the Wage and Benefits Committee regarding the details. Bob 
Saunders seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  
 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT REPORT 
External Affairs Manager, Andrea Lopez, invited the board to attend the City of Grand Junction’s 
Parks and Recreation Open Spaces Master Plan focus group on September 21st.  
 
Ms. Lopez also invited the board to save the dates, May 10th and 11th, 2021 for the 2021 Children’s 
Water Festival. The festival is dependent on COVID-19 and large gathering conditions as well as the 
school district’s policies on field trips.   
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
Larry Clever, General Manager, informed the board that Lake Mead is 39.99 percent full and Lake 
Powell is 41.81 percent full, while the reservoirs that sit above, and feed Lake Powell are 75 percent 
full. Mr. Clever stated that Colorado Water Congress is considering a combination of Zoom meetings 
and regional meetings for the winter Water Congress. Mr. Clever offered for Ute Water to host some 
of the regional meetings. 
 
Mr. Clever also stated that the Grand Valley Fund met to discuss the 1.5 million dollars that was a 
result of the CRCA settlement. The Grand Valley Fund Committee committed 1 million dollars to the 
rebuild of the Orchard Mesa Power Plant, which was voted on unanimously by all six members. 
 
Mr. Clever informed the board that he planned on approaching the City of Grand Junction and 
suggesting a joint meeting between the City Council and Ute Water’s board regarding the irrigation 
tap request.    
 
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT 
General Counsel, Mark Hermundstad, gave his last department report as General Counsel for Ute 
Water. Mr. Hermundstand has served as the District’s attorney for 35 years and will be retiring on 
September 30th. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 
 
No additional information was discussed.  
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President, Tammy Eret, adjourned the meeting at 6:25 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_________________________ 
Pat Brennan, Secretary   


